
Black-figure decoration on Greek pots 

 
Black-figure decoration was created when pictures and 

patterns were painted with liquid clay called ‘slip’. This 

turned black when the pot was fired in a kiln. The reddish-

orange colour you can see is the natural colour of the clay.  

This hydria, or water jar, is an example of black-figure.  
You can see soldiers wearing armour and carrying different 
types of weapons. 


